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Early  History  of  South  Butler  County  Schools 
South  Butler  County  School  District's  early  history  is  that  of 
Butler  County  and  Pennsylvania  of  which  it  is  a small  part.  The  province 
of  Pennsylvania  containing  35,361,600  acres  of  land  was  granted  to 
William  Penn  March  h,  1681  by  King  Charles  II  of  England  in  payment  for 
claims  against  the  Crown  held  by  his  father  Admiral  Penn  at  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1670.  William  Penn  through  a series  of  treaties  and 
purchases  with  the  Indians  dating  from  July  1682  to  178U  resumed  title  to  all 
the  lands  within  the  present  boundaries  of  Pennsylvania  with  the  exception 
of  "the  triangle" . This  portion  was  resumed  from  the  Indians  and  the 
United  States  Government  in  1792  thus  giving  Pennsylvania  a port  on 
Lake  Erie.  The  purchase  of  178U  was  made  from  the  Six  Nations  and  Chiefs 
Cornplanter  and  Red  Jacket  were  among  the  Chiefs  present  at  the  treaty. 

Butler  County  contained  Depreciation  Lands  and  "Struck"  Lands  and 
many  Revolutionary  soldiers  took  up  plots  of  land  here  in  payment  for 
their  service  in  the  Revolution  by  the  "bills  of  credit"  the  United  States 
Congress  had  issued  to  the  war  veterans. 

All  of  Butler  County  was  a tree  covered  wilderness  inhabited  by 
wild  animals.  The  pioneers  had  to  clear  the  land  with  primitive  tools  and 
burn  up  the  filled  trees  to  get  small  plots  to  cultivate.  The  first  settlers 
used  wooden  plows  and  forks  made  from  wood,  saved  their  own  seed  from  year 
to  year  which  had  to  be  protected  from  squirrels  and  mice  and  manufacture 
in  their  homes  almost  every  article  used  in  the  home  or  farm. 


The  first  settler  in  Butler  County  was  James  Glover  of  Holland  Dutch 
descent,  a Revolutionary  war  soldier  and  survivor  of  Valley  Forge, 
blacksmith,  armorer,  who  crossed  the  Deleware  with  Washington.  He  refused 
to  draw  pay  for  service.  In  1792  he  built  a cabin  in  Adam  Township.  Others 
were  David  Studebaker,  Abraham  Schneider,  and  Peter  McKinney. 

First  settlers  in  Clinton  were: 

Patrick  Harvey  1793 

George  Stinchcomb  1796 
George  Plante  1796 

Thomas  Watsm  (Revolutionary  Soldier  1797) 

Those  in  Jefferson  were: 

Patrick  Graham  179o 

Andrew  Strawig 
Benjamin  Thomas 
William  Wright 

Those  in  Penn  were; 

Charles  Rathbum  1796 

Robert  Brown  1797  (one  of  my  ancestors) 

John  Maharry  (Maharg? ) 1801 
Thomas  Logan 
Thomas  Bartley 
John  Rankin  1803> 

Those  in  Winfield  were: 

Jeremiah  Smith  1796 

Andrew  Criukshank  1798 
Thomas  Harter 
William  Hazlett 
Jacob  Harshman 

Nationality  and  Religion 

The  early  pioneers  of  Butler  County  were  nearly  all  Irish,  Scotch 
or  Scotch  Irish  immigrates  from  "east  of  the  mountains"  some  were  from 
other  states  and  some  from  Europe.  The  strong  German  immigration  began 
about  1830  and  continued  for  a quarter  of  a century  with  the  German 
settlers  founding  such  settlements  as  Zelienople  1803,  Harmony  1805>,  and 
Saxonburg  in  1832.  The  early  Scotch  and  Irish  settlers  account  for  the 


strong  Presbyterian  influence  in  this  area.  Later  Lutheranism  came  with 
the  German  immigration  and  Roman  Catholicism  and  Methodism  spread  to  a 
lesser  degree. 

Pioneer  Life 

Decendents  of  the  Huffman  in  this  community  remembers  the  stories 
told  of  their  great-grandparents  walking  from  Philadelphia  over  the 
mountains  and  pulling  their  baby  and  small  articles  in  a cart  which  they 
bought  in  Philadelphia.  The  Battenf elder  family  upon  arrival  lived  all 
the  first  winter  in  a cave  under  a stone  in  Jefferson  Township  just 
west  of  Saxonburg. 

Log  cabins  were  built  by  the  settlers  with  the  aid  of  wife  and 
children  or  neighborhood  settlers.  Chimneys  were  built  of  logs  and 
sticks  mud-plastered  some  of  stone.  Rooves  were  thatched  with  straw. 

Deer  skins  or  an  old  blanket  served  many  a cabin  for  a door  and  hewn 
timbers  (puncheon)  for  floors.  Tables  were  frequently  made  from  a split 
slab  supported  by  four  rustic  legs  set  in  auger  holes.  Seven-knee 
legged  stools  were  made  the  same  way.  Sometimes  a few  utensils  from 
"the  old  home"  could  be  seen  in  an  occasional  cabin. 

Utensils  for  cooking  and  eating  were  few,  the  best  ones  of  pewter; 
knives,  forks,  crockery  and  tinware  were  scarce.  Wooden  ware  served 
most  homes.  Game  such  as  venison,  bear,  turkey,  squirrels  supplied  meat. 
Corn  was  the  main  cereal,  dried  fruits  and  herbs  hung  in  every  kitchen 
or  loft.  The  men  cleared  forests,  farmed  with  crude  implements  while 
the  women  spun,  wove,  knitted,  and  sewed.  The  writer's  grandfather  wove 
deer  skin  brucher  until  he  was  16  years  old.  Everything  used  by  both 
men  and  women  was  manufactured  by  hand  labor. 


Events  such  as  log  rolling,  harvesting,  corn  husking  bees,  bean 
shelling,  occasionally  rifle  shooting  matches  were  enjoyed  by  the  men 
while  the  women  frequently  met  for  apple  butter  stirring,  quilting  bees, 
and  an  occasional  wedding  became  the  social  event  of  the  year.  At  these 
meetings  the  local  gossip  and  events  were  related. 

The  nearest  market  was  Pittsburgh  and  live  stock  was  driven  on  foot 
to  that  community  with  several  drivers  while  other  men  and  women  walked 
there  to  market  their  butter  and  eggs  or  rode  horseback  a distance  of 
27-30  miles.  Prior  to  180U  most  roads  were  narrow  paths  that  could  be 
used  only  by  horses.  One  of  the  first  public  roads  made  through  what  is 
now  the  South  Butler  County  School  area  was  the  Butler  Freeport  Road  now 
Route  356  which  passes  through  Jefferson  and  Winfield  Townships.  In 
1821  the  Butler  Pittsburgh  Turnpike  was  laid  out  which  was  later 
extended  to  Erie.  This  road  was  later  planked  and  became  a toll  road 
with  nine  toll  houses  between  Butler  and  Pittsburgh.  It  is  now  a four- 
lane  highway  between  Pittsburgh  and  Butler  Route  8 and  passes  through 
Penn  Township. 

The  first  railroad  in  this  area  was  opened  in  1371  by  the  West 
Penn  Railroad  a subsidiary  of  Pennsylvania  Railway  and  inrouted  through 
Winfield  Township. 

Interurban  electric  cars  ran  between  Butler  and  Pittsburgh  passing 
through  Penn  Township  between  1907-1931  when  motor  busses  took  over  the 
route.  Later  nine  bus  routes  served  the  people  of  Clinton,  Jefferson, 
Winfield  Townships,  and  Saxonburg  Boro  with  regular  daily  trips  between 
points  in  the  several  districts  and  Butler.  The  district  is  now  served 
with  excellent  paved  roads  running  all  directions  making  transportation 
by  car,  bus,  and  trucks  most  convenient  for  the  inhabitants. 


In  the  petition,  dated  I8I4.6,  to  the  Butler  County 
the  village  of  Saxonburg  into  a borough. 


'Ch.  Stuebgen 
-W.  Koch 
•George  Vogeley 
- William  Sommer  or  Sommor 
"J.  E.  Muder 
" E.  Maurhoff 
VWm.  Berner 
" Ch.  Vogeley 
"J.  Henrick  Peeder  (?) 

''F.  Laube 
John  Vogeley 
H.  Aderhold 

F.  Bahr 

J.  Roebling 

G.  Helmbold 
John  Weber 

F.  G.  Lensner 
Andrew  Frescher 
Wilhelm  Fritsche 
George  Graf 
John  Houser 

Charles  Fugenspeck  or  Fiegenspeck 

Samuel  Love 

George  Ch.  Smith 
Christian  Eowman 
John  A.  Schmith 
E.  A.  Helmbold 
Wm.  Lerner 
John  A.  Knoch 
A.  G.  Lamb 
Adam  F.  Bocer  (?) 

George  Dorr 
John  Dietrick 
Fredrick  Wickenhagen 


Court  House  to  incorporate 
the  following  names  appear: 

Frederick  Koeser  or  Kreser 

John  H.  Muder 

J.  Gerstner 

A.  Eisenhardt 

L.  Krauskrill 

Jacob  Hauser 

F.  A.  Hafman 

C.  Warneke 

John  M.  Krumpi 

Wm.  Heckerit 

Jos.  Reith 

E.  Herting 

A.  Bernigau 

H.  Stuebgen 
Adam  Ohl 

Adolphus  Stuebgen  ^ • 

Henrich  Lasiger  ——  ^ 

Peter  Schmit 

Clamer  Adolphus  Schutte  or  Schulte 
Valentine  Hagel 
Charles  Wagner 
John  Knoch 

E.  Leithold 

Ernst  Frederick  Muder 
Christian  Rudert 
John  George  F indie 
J.  F.  Pollert 
A.  Nagler 

F.  Nagler 
Fred  Horn 
Frederick  A.  Kunz 
Wm.  Michael 
Joseph  Harthman 
Balthaser  Uhric'n 


August  11,  18U6,  the  Court  granted  the  request. 

The  above  signers  submitted  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Butler  County  this  drawing 
when  they  petitioned  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Borough  of  Saxonburg,  Aug.  13,  18U6. 


V • 


is  a result  of  one  semester  of  class  study  at^  Knocn  Hi^h  Sc. , 
t asses  were  81  students  under  the  direction  ox  Ralph  GoMin 
, nts  have  prepared  this  report,  hoping  that  by  so  doing  they 
i .ght  into  the  many  problems  faced  by  urban  and  regional 
it  used  to  attack  these  problems  o 


An  Urban  Fringe  Community  contains  basic  information  on  sloe 
mi-  . government;  population,  economic  base,  land  use;  housingp  tran.. 
edut  hion,  social  interaction,  and  future  recommendations  for  the  con 

.■  -v  >d  deal  of  information  necessary  to  urban  and  regional  plans  xs  cons;; 

from  this  paper*  The  reason  is  that  such  information  is 
ii  mi-. at  of  the  studies  published  by  the  Butler  County  ■.-la’.in .0  cv 
For  the  experience,  the  classes  duplicated  sane  of  the  projects  previously 
by  tha  C-ounty  planners*  The  class  feels  that  it  has  collee  tec  a-  .■  pe 
covered  some  previously  obscure  facts  and  information* 


The  first  six  to  eight  weeks  of  class  time  mas  spent  familiarizing  a--.  ■ -■■■ 
the  basic  fundamentals  of  urban  and  regional  planning*  Films  and  slxdes 
viewed}  books  and  articles  were  read  and  reported  upon;  vocabulary  •> 
researched,  and  various  exercises  and  basic  studies  to  planning  were  -°n€ 


Since  only  seven  of  the  eighty-one  students  actually  lived  uithi.r.  tue  Box 
we  felt  that  the  preparation  of  a land-use  map  would  be  a good  starting  ■; 
o\xr  research*  leaking  such  a map  would  ks  involve  considerable  field  work, 
bring  to  the  students  a first-hand  familiarity  with  the  general  lay-out  o; 
community* 


Thanks  to  our  school  administrators  and  the  local  mayor,  students  were  rsl- 
from  cheir  classes  and  permitted  to  visit  Saxonburg*  As  they  observed  and 
land  use;  students  also  talked  to  many  local  citizens  constantly  J 00 King 


Student  groups  were  assigned  to  different  sections  oi  the  community  and  at 
rsspadj&ole  for  presenting  the  data  they  had  collected  to  the  classes*  Tha 
ware  divided  into  groups  of  three  or  four  each  and  each  group  had  to  prepare  h 
and  'i se  map  of  the  Borough* 


The  completed  land-use  map  reveals  that  Saxonburg  has  a good  deal  of  vacant  land 
nd  cou?.d  absorb  a large  number  of  people*  The  land  surrounding  and  adjacent  • 
the  Borough  is  controlled  by  U*S*  Steel,  Saxony  Farms  and  a relatively  small 
number  of  private  land  owners*  Expansion  in  some  directions  would  be  difficult 

all  of  the  land  adjacent  to  the  Borough  must  be  available  for  annexation  or  if 
sieve1  o" : 3,  it.  must  be  done  in  a manner  conducive  to  community  betterment  <> 


Urban  land-use  in.  Saxonburg  has  been  divided  into  five  inaj  -r  elapses;  0 ) ■ 
(2)  commercial;  (3)  industrial;  (U)  public;  (5)  vacant. 


Saxonburg  was  established  as  an  agricultural  cantor  away  from  any  transport 
thoroughfares , The  shape  of  the  community  did  not  reflect  any  automobile 
influence  till  after  World  War  II,  Residences  which  ^ d f 1°P-'-  cutside 
Borough  along  the  Butler  end  Dinnerball  Roads  were  annexed  by  195 1.  Thus,  the 
ore sent  shape  of  the  community o 

©iciness  establishments  have  not  shown  much  tendency  to  "creep"  along  vitli  the 
newer  residences.  The  major  commercial  section  remains  on  or  near  Main  V 
Because  of  its  small  size  and  ne&rr.s3s  to  larger  urban  areas,  Saxonburg  is 
a major  shopping  canter.  The  survival  and  growth  of  present  shopping  -aci. 
depends  upon  compactness,  accessibility,  attractiveness  and  adequate  parking. 
Each  of  these  characteristics  will  be  discussed  some  place  in  this  paper. 


Sven  in  the  commercial  section  of  tte  Borough,  land-use.  is  not  very  intense 
Any  expansion  of  commercial  facilities  should  be  near  existing  businesses  fc 
combined  customer  drawing  powsrw 


The  at/iTeic'bivtjnoss  cl*  ths  commerciaX  ssction  of  town  le^vss  soms'thin^  ^ 
desired.  Main  Street  contains,  many  old  buildings.  Some  have  new  fronts;  ot 
look  rruch  as  they  must  have  in  the  l600vs,  Tlie  aesthetic  pattern  is  quite 
inconsistent.  Students  .felt  that  the  Main  Street  section  of  town  has  con- 
siderable potential.  Several  bui.ldiag3  are  quite  unique  in  that  thay  re  pro  3. 
the  early  Butch  and  German  influence , Tha  view  of  the  old.  Church  at  the  oast 
arid  of  Main  Street  has  potential  aesthetic  value,  A civi«  program  consisting 
such  things  as  painting.,  repairing,  cleaning  up,  planting  flowers  and  trees 
could  make  Saxonburg  a real  tourist  attraction,  Add  to  this  the  exploitation 
the  Roebling  heritage  and  the  town  has  a sure'  economic  assetll  (John  A,  Roebli:.' 
the  founder  of  Saxonburg  was  tha  inventor  of  wire  cable,  Kis  work  entirely  ^ 
revolutionized  the  art  of  bridge  building  and  brought  iris i world-wide  itrae,  •r~u- 
faVr  5eeR  written  on  this  man  and  his  accomplishments;,  we  will  mention  .mat  a 

few  here,  _ , 

rn  16U2,  Roebling  submitted  to  the  foremost  engineer?  m Prussia  a r-vin  isu  a 
suspension  bridge  across  the  River  Ruhr,  Kis  first  cable  'ut  to  practical  use 
was  at  the  Sharps  burg  Ferry  across  the  Allegheny  at  i"  it-t  slurp , toen  a brn.cge 
across  the  Monongaheia  He  erector'  a large  cable  manufacturing  plant  which 
a till  in  operation  in  Trenton,  Mew  Jersey, 

Even  more  spectacular  were  his  construction  of  six  aqueducts  for  tha  Hudson  !'ana. 
Co,  in  Hew  York,  tha  great  suspension  bridge  across  the  Niagara  River,  th.n 
Cincinatti,  Covington  and  Kentucky  Bridge  and  most  daring  of  all-  the  East  Rival- 
Bridge  between  New  York  arid  Brooklyn  known  as  the  Brooklyn  bridge. 

Prior  to  all  of  this,  Roebling  served  as  the  chief  engineer  for  the  construction 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  be  twee*  Ph  .iladclpnie  and  v,  utsouir.h,) 


Hoebling  s originu;.  workshop*  still  s tanding  in  Saxonburg,  was  re  ;ent&y  donated 
to  the  borough  by  hl3  descendants 


Tha  numbers  in  the  :arr yto  are  recommendations 


2o  Physical  features 

So  Surrounding  land  ownership 

6„  Transportation 

7„  Tax  income,  and  spending 

8„  Structure  of  local  government 

9o  School  District 

10o  Waterdistrict 

llo  Population  characteristics 

12 o UoSo  Steel  Sintering  Plant 

13„  Du -Co  Ceramics 

l!*o  Saxonburg  Ceramics 

1$ 0 Local  Mushroom  Minas 

l60  Local  Retail  trade 

17 s Local  professional  services 

18 „ Architecture,  house  and  roof 

19o  trailers  and  trailer  parks 

20 o Sewage  district 


21 o Local  churches 
220  local  civic  groups 
23o  Fire  Company 
Zks,  History  of  Firemen °s  Ca 

260  Street  Lights 

27o  Local  recreational  fa< 

28  o Housing 

290  Refuse  Service 

330 o Local  truckers 

31 o Meat  markets 

33a  Police  protection 
3Uc  Area  agriculture 
3S„  Bars,  Clubs  and  Hotels 


Several  weeks  would  be  needed  to  complete  the  research  since  much  of  it 
interviews,  phone  calls,  letters,  and  field  vork„  Very  little  of  this  « 
done  in  class 0 In  the  meantime,  actual  class  time  was  involved  in  find 
community  problems „ 


COMMUNITY  PROBLEMS 


Students  had  been  instructed  early  in  the  course  to  look  for  such  probl 

engaged  in  several  class  exercises  and  studies  dealing  with  the  Borough,, 
students  felt  knowledgeableanough  to  compile  a list  of  community  problems 

The  following  represents  what  students  fait  ware  possible  community  probl* 

1,  Lack  of  recreational  facilities 
2„  Air  pollution 

3o  Aesthetic  qualities  of  Main  Street  area 

Uo  No  alleys  t makes  pick-ups  and  deliveries  difficult) 

So  Lack  of  sidewalks 
60  Inadequate  off-street  parking 
To  Rush  hour  traffic  congestion 
8„  Dangerous  intersections 
9o  Drinking  of  alcoholic  beverages 
10,  Limited  future  employment  prospect* 

llo  Need  for  a walkway  from  Borough  to  Knoch  High  School  area 

12 o Inadequate  police  protection 

13 o No  auto-body  or  mechanics  In  hi.gh  school 

11*0  Limited  shopping  facilities 

160  Bad  tasting  water 


It  was  emphasized  throughout  tha  discussion  of  these  proW^^that  there 

should  he  no  unmentionables.  We  did  not.  want  to  ‘ t 

tonic-s  or  problems  o Be  cause  most  of  the  above  problems  were  r 9i*t*axo  <a> 
or  more  of  the  research  topics,  students  were  asked  to  investigate  these 

where  applicable o 

While  on  tha  topic  of  community  problems,  we  thought  it  might  be  . oformat. 
eJi  l£  l»”l  Of  persons  she.  tad  movmi  J«t.  *ta  «— J*b« 
areas  fterhaps  such  information  would  clarify  and  help  define  son*  of  t 

« £.  investigating,  Ea*  ntadant  £" 

moved  into  Saxonburg  asking  him  what  his  impressionsof  thetov^  wei,whero 
he  had  lived  previously;  and  what  his  reasons  fre  tor  moving  here.  * incai 
views  were  read  in  class  and  tabulated.  Here  is  what,  we  found.  Of  ti  rty- 
eight  persons  who  had  emotions  about  the  borough,  21  were  positive  and  .1 

It  is  interesting  that  positive  and  negative  reactions  were  a mos 

Such^Lijec  times  most  often  mentioned  wares  small,  quiet,  frieridly,  dull, 
open  spaced,  isolated  etc.  It  became  obvious  that  if  the  person  interview 
am*  froman  urban  area,  he  probably  disliked  rural  Saxonburg.  Most  of  tl*. 
interviewees  who  liked  the  community  came  from  other  rural  areas.  The  cl*,’.: 
concluded  that  it  depended  on  a persons  background,  tha  environment  in  which 
he  was  raised,  whether  or  not  he  would  enjoy  living  in  a rural  community  such 
as  Saxonburg, 


Other  information  on  the  interviews  revealed  that  33  persons  moved  to  Saxon ourg 
for  economic  reasons  such  as  a job  or  available  land.  It  is  a good  loeati 
a parson  who  works  in  Butler,  the  Valle#  or  even  Pittsburgh  but 
want  to  live  in  the  larger  urban  center.  It  was  found  that  nine  persons  mo  id 
here  for  social  reasons,  mostly  to  get  away  from  pollution  and  crowded  citie 
It  was  pointed  out  to  the  class  that  historically,  most  migration  has  been  an 
to  a desire  for  economic  betterment  or  political  or  religious  reasons.  The 
latter  is  not  nearly  as  Important  in  the  UUS,  as  it  once  was. 


By  this  time,  acme  of  the  research  projects  were  due  and  the  classes  began 
hearing  these  along  with  more  detailed  discussion  of  the  community  problem* 
mentioned  earlier. 

The  rest  of  this  report  i3  mostly  a compilation  of  the  student  research  proje.  ■ ■ 
and  several  class  conducted  surveys.  The  discussions  and  findings  arising 
out  of  this®  research  projects  and  suryeya  are  summarized. 


that  of  Saxony  in  Germany  <,  The  tract  of  land  was  situated  on  low  rn 
southern  Butler  County,.  R tabling,  having  been  educated  in  architectui 

Main  Street  tan  east  arid  west  with  lota  IOC  to  200  feet  in  width  and  rt 

by  its  residantso  Saxonburgera  can  drive  to  Pittsburgh  which  is  30  ni.les 
the  south  in  about  half  an  hour*  Most  residents,  howeeer,  prefer  to  thoi 
either  Butler  or  Natrona  Haights*  One  class  project  involved  several  ttu< 
designed  to  determine  which  of  these  larger  towns  (Butler  or  Natrona)  wis 

The  class  applied  Reilly” s law  of  Retail  Gravitation  to  the  problem*  This  . 
states  that  'under  normal  conditions,  two  cities  attract  retail  trade  fron 
smaller  intermediate  city  or  town  approximately  in  direct  proportion  to  tlv 
squares  of  the  distance  from  these  two  cities  to  the  intermediate  city  or 
Butler  has  a population  of  20,975  and  is  9*5  miles  from  Saxonburg  while  Ns 
is  10o8  miles  distant  with  a population  of  only  109573<.  Theoretically  2*6 
Saxonburg  residents  shop  in  Butler  for  every  one  who  shops  in  Natrona  Re 
law  proved  to  be  surprisingly  accurate.  An  actual  class  survey  taken  in  Si 
onburg  revealed  that  2„8  persons  shop  in  Butler  for  every  one  who  shops  in 
Natrona  Students  conjectured  that  Butlermay  exert  an  added  influence  upon 

Circulation  data  from  the  Audit  Bureau  of  Circulations  was  used  to  determine 

News,.,  Observation  and  mapping  of  this  data  revealed  that  the  Butler  Bagxe 
enjoys  a larger  circulation  in  Saxonburg  than  does  the  Valley  Daily  News,  Th 
latter  however,  outsells  the  Eagle  immediately  to  the  south  of  the  Borough,, 
The  Sarver  area,  for  instance,  which  is  just  seven  miles  southeast  of  Saxonbuj 

Saxonburg  itself  receives  585  Eagles  and  only  11*6  Valley  Daily  News*  A.  class 
survey  of  the  Borough  revealed  that  for  evary  parson  reading  the  Valley  Daily 
News,  2*58  persons  read  the  Butler  Eagle, 


at  least  25  miles  of  the  Borough*  The  U„S,  Weather  Bureau  operates  a station  at. 

h is  operated  by  .Armstrong  Utilities  Co0  of  Butler 

but  it  was  found  that  these  readings  are  ‘^‘•n  ly  taken  at.  the  Greater  Pittsburgh 
Airport  which  is  at  least  fifty  miles  from  Butler*  The  daily  weather  reports  in 
the  &itler  Eagle  do  not  necessarily  report  Butler  weather  at  all,  but  rather 


From  different  publications  of  the  Butler  County  mnning  Cormission,  it*' 
■found  that  ButlerCcrunty  has  a humid  continental  >yp®  cd  *■  ;;  ; - 

8*  v on  averages  liig  days*  Precipitation  is  approximately  ¥>  inches  f -r  y 

SSSS^TtS*  o3a.it  *d  ari«t.  J»»  '»**•  *tui‘rr^  “ij 

U uik  months  Ihn  County  hns  n Hide  ynnrly  tnmfornture  rang 

is  typical  of  this  type  of  climate0 

In  conclusion, the  classes  felt  that  although  there  is  no  measur^g  a«d  ret 
of  weather  and  climate  data  for  the  Saxonburg  area.  Greater 
information  1b  probably  accurate  enough  to  serve  the  needs  *f  most  area  . 
It  may  be  an  Interesting  project  for  a local  high  school  or  coj-lege  class 
tl»  Him  provide  more  accurate  climatic  data  on  the  immediate  area0 


TRANSPORTATION 

Practically  all  major  highways  in  the  area  are  oriented  toward  north  ~ south 
traffic „ No  State  or  Federal  Highway  routes  pass  through  the  Borough 0 bi> 
legislative  routes  connect  Saxonburg  with  State  Routes  8 and  i560  The  natur 
these  routes  does  not  lend  itself  to  the  accessibility  of  the  Borough* 
course,  this  may  be  considered  an  asset  by  many  local  residents* 


The  local  street  pattern  does  not  reflect  any  strong  automobile  or  railroad 
influence*  There  are  no  direct  through  streets  in  any  direction * In  fact 
are  several  bad  intersections  in  the  Borough*  Visibility  is  poor  at  the  co 
of  East  Main  and  Rebecca  Streets*  The  class  feels  that  a Ji-way  stop  would  U 
more  functional  than  the  3- way  which  now  exists*.  With  parking  permitted  on 
both  sides  of  Main  Street,  visibility  A the  intersection  of  Main  and  Saxonbu 
Boulevard  is  bad*  Truckers  interviewed  by  the  class  stated  that,  several  oj 
turn 8 in  the  Borough  vre  very  difficult  to  execute* 


It  is  possible  that  a system  of  one  way  streets  (at  least  for  trucks)  might  I 
established  for  east=weat  traffic*  Another  thing  which  may  alleviate  the  cor. 
gestion  on  the  narrow  streetB  would  be  to  ban  parking  at  least  during  peak 
traffic  times*  There  is  plenty  of  vacant  land  near  Main  Street  to  handle  the 
local  shopper 8 s automobiles^  if  more  of  it  would  be  set  aside  for  this  purpo  * 

The  Butler  branch  of  the  Penn-Central  R,R„  passes  through  Winfield  and  Jaffa  r.v, 
Townships  about  two  miles  east  of  the  Borough*  The  Bessemer  and  Lake  Erie  R T 
passes  through  Clinton  and  Jefferson  Townships  just  over  a mile  west  of  the 
Borough*  At  the  present  time,  the  0oS*  Steal  Sintering  Plant  and  the  local 
Ceramics  plants  are  the  only  establishments  in  the  area  which  take  advantage 
the  railroads*  The  ceramics  plants  to  not  have  extension  lines  running  dire,  ;ly 
to  their  locations  but  do  unload  materials  from  the  railroads  at  Ivywood  and 
deliver  to  Saxonburg  by  trunk* 


Butler  Graham  Airport  in  Penn  Township  about  eight  miles  from  Saxonburg  serves 
private  aircraft  and  has  the  potential  for  service  of  an  industrial  and 
conmrelal  passenger  functions  if  the  need  arises*  The  local  mayor  Mr„  Cooper 
has  a private  airstrip  at  the  edge  of  town* 


almost  uninterrupted  growth  since  1870. 

The  table  below 

population  by  decade a 

Population 

Change 

Year 

Population 

1930 

452 

j>  4i  06 

1880 

319 

-t-  8.1 

1940 

524 

4-  15o9 

1890 

258 

- 19,2 

1950 

602 

4 14.8 

1900 

307 

* 180  9 

i960 

876 

4 45.5 

1910 

345 

4-  12.3 

1970 

1172 

34.2 

1920 

319 

° 7o5 

The  borough  has  been  enlarged  twice  by  annexation 

0 This  accounts  for  some  o( 

the  increase  during  the  1940  to  1950  and  1950  to  i960  decades.  Green  Acre 
annexed  sometime  in  the  late  1940s  a and  the  Carol  Drive  area  was  annexed  in 


a vital  par',  of  any  urban  or  regional  analysis  is  a population  projection,, 
has  bean  written  ont,  his  topic  so  no  explanation  will  be  given  here.  Several 
types  of  projections  ware  discussed  in  the  classes  and  a simplified  «re™p1 » 
carried  out  as  a homework  assignment,,  Students  found  that  by  I98O,  Saxonburr 
should  have  a population  of  1365*  by  1990*  1590,  and  by  the  year  2000*  185?  J 
question  that  arises  with  any  projection  is,  will  the  present  rate  of  growth 
continue,  level  off*  dedline  or  climb  more  steeply?  A population  projection  duv- 
®itlar  County  Planning  Commission  showed  a population  of  l?,l8  for  Saxon b 
oy  -980 o This  ia  noticably  higher  than  the  class  projection,,  It  will  no  doun 
be  much  closer  to  the  actual  1980  population  since  the  Commission  used  a more 
l3™hatad  projection  which  takes  into  account  such  things  as  bi&th  and  d< 
racoB,  mxgraf’.on,  and  all  the  major  economic  activities  'lanufacturing,  tx  - . 
portation,  retail  services*  professional  services  and  education 0 


In  early  January*  sixteen  students  visited  the  communi  ty  and  took  an  extensi  ve 
survey.  Prior  to  ails  survey,  students  were  introduced  to  the  theory  and  metiio 
8£rpJj-ngo.  rt  ***  deC;lded  th«t  « quadrat  sample  would  be  best,  for  ou. 

* 8rid  QP'“  » “*P  of  tha  borough  and  chose  randomly 
a number  pf  quadrats  equal  to  about  20$  of  the  total  area  of  ihe  borough  stoh 
questional  re  and  were  taught  proper  methods  of  interviewing  They 
practiced  interviewing  each  other0  Sixteen  students  in  teams  of  two  then  conduc 
the  actual  00m mxnity  survey.  One  thing  wa  definitely  learned  was  to  avoid  house 
to  house  surveys  at  9*30  in  the  morning. 


visited  represented  18.5$  of  the  total  dwellings  and 
o tetiatioally,  18,, 5#  of  the  total  population.  We  were  quite  pleased  with  tfr> 
accuracy  of  our  sample.  For  instance,  our  sample  indicated  a total  borough  pod- 
ulation  of  1274.  The  1970  Census  figures  which  were  released  later  showed  tha? 
oaxonburg  had  a population  of  1172  when  the  census  was  taken.  Since  their  actual 
-ount  occurred  almost,  a year  before  ours  we  figured  we  were  within  5 $ of  the 
actual  population  at  the  time  of  our  survey. 


A population  pyramid  illustrates  the  percentage  of  population 
groups,  Vfe  prepared  one  for  Saxonburg  from  data  colledted  in 
it  rave ala  some  interesting  things. 


by  age  and  sex 
our  survey  and 


MALE 


(2)  The  community  has  several  disadvantages  as  far  as  the  elderly  are  con- 
earned o These  are  - medical  and  hospital  care,  limited  local  shopping, 
lack  of  public  transportation,  and  lack  of  recreational  facilities. 

(3;s  The  strong  agricultural  influence  upon  the  uomrunity  may  be  reflected  in 
large  family  size,  thus  making  the  over  60  age-group  seem  small  by  compa-r. son. 


As  is  typicalof  most  population  groups  in  technologically  advanced  nations,  the 
ever  60  group  is  dominated  by  females.  This  is  of  course  due  to  the  longer 
female  life  expectancy. 


Several  perceptive  students  commented,  in  jest  of  course,  that  the  community  is 
a good  place  for  a young  female  to  look  for  a husband.  The  statistics  indicate 
the  opposite  for  the  over  60  age-group.  Seriously  though,  an  area  of  high 
emigration  such  as  this  is  often  characterized  by  a high  marriage  rate  among 
high  school  students.  We  were  unable  to  prove  this  statistically  for  Saxonburg, 
but  first  hand  observation  on  the  part  of  many  students  seems  to  bear  this  theory 
out. 


ECONOMIC  BASS 


In  the  following  table  the  employed  labor  force  is  broken  down  Into  major  types 
of  employment.  These  figures  are  taken  from  a class  survey  conducted  in  January, 
1971o 

TABLE  OF  SAX® BORG  EMPLOYMENTS 


MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

% of  TOTAL 

Agriculture -fore  stiy-fi 3he  ries 

17 

7 

2k 

6.2 

Construction 

1*9 

0 

k9 

12.7 

Manufacturing 

152 

30 

182 

1*7.3 

Transportation -communication 

11 

0 

11 

3.0 

Wholesale  and  retail  trade 

26 

30 

56 

U*o5 

Finance-insurance =realastate 

6 

7 

13 

1*.0 

Services 

26 

12 

38 

9.0 

Government 

0 

12 

12 

3o3 

Manufacturing  is  the  most  dominant  form  of  economic  activity  for  borough  residents  - 
employing  182  persons  or  U7o }%  of  the  total,  labor  force 0 The  survey  pointed  out 
ho waver,  that  most  residents  do  not  actually  work  in  the  borough.  Of  a total  385 
employed  parsons,  only  121*  work  in  the  community.  Thera  are  only  two  important,  firms 
in  Saxonburg.-  DuCo  Ceramics  which  has  250  employees  (rtVix  woman)  and  Saxonburg  Cer- 
amics which  employs  90  (/’W^woman).  Other  manufacturing  firms  which  are  important 
to  the  community  are  the  O.S.  Steel  plant  just  a mile  southwest  of  to**?,  Arrx-o  Steel 
and  Pullman  Standard  in  Butler,  Alla gteny-Ludlum  in  Nafcranal  Heights,  and  Associated 
Ceramics  on  Route  356. 

Several  of  these  industries  vers  assigned  to  student  research  teams  0 One  of  these 
teams  was  given  released  time  to  tour  Du  =Co  Ceramics | the  otters  did  their  research 
by  interviewing  employers  and  employees.  According  to  the  information  gleaned 
from  these  reports,  the  immediate  area  can  expect  little  growth  among  present 
industries.  * 


A related  J.ssu:  discussed  In  class  which  turned  out  to  be  quite  inusiv-b 
that  of  female  employment.  We  assumed  that  since  much  of  the  locaj.  employ 
waB  female  oriented,  Saxonburg  should  have  a higher  than  average  pe-centag 
working  famales0  A class  survey  showed  that  of  a total  female  work  orce 
ninety-eight  woman  were  employed.  This  is  only  thirty-five  percent  compai 
a national  figure  of  1*0  percent  — the  opposite  of  what  we  expe-vaa  » f a 
Students  conjectured  that  there  may  be  several  reasons  for  this,  ror  ins-> 
the  comnunity  s location  away  from  great  outside  influences  make*  sue*  tiv  n< 
late  in  arriving  here.  Some  students  suggested  ethnic  background  and  rad 
family  values  are  more  conservative  in  the  community 0 We  could  prove  fo#fc 
things  statistically. 


The  meet  important  non -manufacturing  employer  in  the  area  is  the  Butlar  Cw, 
Mushroom  Farm.  The  mushrooms  are  actually  raised  in  ole  limestone  mines  • ar 
'West  Windfleld.  Of  the  approximately  1000  employees,  100 are  w>man„ 


Wholesale  and  retail  trade  is  the  next  largest  employer  with  ll*  5 % of  the 
work  force.  The  souttem  Butler  County  area  is  on  the  fringe  of  the  Pitts 
Metropolitan  Area  and  has  been  experiencing  rapid  population  growth,  It  i-i 
that  as  the  area  grows,  Saxonburg  can  expect  retail  trade  to  grow.  Retail 
however,  does  not  demand  large  numbers  of  employeos  and  job  opportunities  £ 
not  increase  greatly  duA  to  this  future  development.. 


Construction  is  the  third  largest  employer  with  12 . 7%  of  the  local  work  fi 
This  does  not  seem  unusual  in  an  area  of  rapid  population  growth.  A class 
showed  that  more  than  25  local  men  are  self-employed  carpenters,  brick  layers, 
electricians,  hone  bui.ldars  and  repairmen,  painters  etc.  Such  non^baslc  jobi 
are  often  typical  of  an  area  where  local  jobs  are  filled  or  limited  in  numbe: 
It  was  also  found  that  several  residents  living  in  the  trailer  courts  were  ei 
at  temporary  construction  projects.  This  scams  logical  since  these  people  art 
highly  mobile  and  trailers  provide  ideal  temporary  quarters. 


TRUCKING 


Casual  observation  seemed  to  Indicate  that  the  area  had  more  than  its  share  cf 
trucking  firms.  A question. ire  was  mailed  to  eleven  local  truckers  and  fc  1 ] 
up  by  a visit  or  a phone  call  if  there  was  no  response.  We  got  a 100%  rasper 
using  this  method.  It  was  found  that  total  employment  in  these  eleven  compani- 
l*J*0o  They  had  a total  of  23l*  trucks  In  operation.  The  truckers  interviewed 
this  location  being  in  an  industrial  area  half  way  between  Butler  and  Freeport 
Most  of  the  eleven  companies  indicated  that  they  plan  to  expand.  This  maker  ti  . 
ing  one  of  the  most  Important  employers  in  the  area  and  future  job  opportunities 
appear  good.  It  seems  that  the  local  high  school  is  missing  an  opportunity  by 
having  an  auto-truck  mechanics  and  body  course.  By  training  young  people  i,  th 
field,  the  school  would  be  providing  a valuable  service  to  local  truckers  as  v 
as  students.  It  is  noticeable  that  only  eleven  of  the  present  1*1*0  employees  ] 
in  Saxonburg.  (See  the  table  on  page  9)  This  might  indicate  that  local  true 
are  going  outside  the  area  to  find  employees  with  some  experience  or  high  ; 
training. 


The  dea  of  social  interaction  among  residents  is  an  important  phase  oi  any 
community  study,  We  were  interested  in  finding  out  what  organizationsexi^ 
the  community,  their  basic  functions,  and  what,  if  any  community  P^ams  th 
were  involved  in,  The  particular  research  group  assigned  this  topic  aid  not 
complete  their  survey,,  We  did  conclude  however,  through  class  discussion, 
there  ie  a surprisingly  large  number  of  organizations  in  the  borough  — enou, 
carry  out  programs  of  community  betterment  such  as  are  mentioned  in  this  pap 


Volunteer  Fire  Company 

The  local  volunteer  firemen  promote  a great  deal  of  social  interaction,  espe 
during  carnival  week.  They  have  been  holding  the  carnival  since  1932  and  it 
one  of  the  largest,  moot  successful,  and  well-known  events  in  all  of  western  Pa 
The  parade  held  during  carnival  week  varies  in  length  from  115  to  13C  units  an>i 
t alone  has  attracted  as  many  as  50,000  persons  to  the  borough. 

The  Fire  Company’s  Ladies  Auxiliary  (Saxonburg  Boosters)  is  very  aetiv*:,  Th&v  i 
& strong  financial  right  arm  for  tne  fireman  through  such  projects  as  operatic 
a lunch  stand  during  carnival  week,  fish  dinners  during  lent,  and  catered  wed  u 
receptions,  and  banquets.  The  new  flrehall  ballroom  is  the  scene  of  weedy  da, 
banquets,  wedding  receptions,  etc. 


Churches 

addition  to  the  local  organizations  and  civic  groups,  there  are  two  churche 
. the  community.  The  Saxonburg  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  and  St,  Lukes 
. -eran  Church,  These  have  a combined  membership  of  approximately  500  people 
Chase  churches  contribute  to  social  interaction  in  the  town  beyond  the  regular 
weakly  church  services.  They  both  have  a summer  vacation  Bible  School  program  ■,  i 
be  usual  picnics  and  socials,  St0  Lukes  also  has  a kindergarten. 

The  Lutheran  Church  owns  three  buildings  in  the  borough  - the  Church,  a manse, 
building  used  for  church  activities  and  the  cemetery  north  of  Fox's  Funeral  Hon, 

The  Presbyterian  Church  owns  the  Church  building  and  a manse, 

Christ  is  the  Answer  Chapel  is  one-half  mile  outside  the  borough  limits  but  shou  d 
be  mentioned  here.  This  Church  has  an  average  attendance  on  Sunday  mornings  of  l50. 
The  Church  claims  a wide  influence  since  its  sermons  are  broadcast  over  the  radio. 
This  flhurch  also  publishes  a weekly  booklet  which  is  sent  out  to  lit  states  and  parts 
of  Canada,  The  8hurch  reports  present  circulation  at  12,000  copies  weekly. 


Senior  Citizens 

An  area  of  special  concern  to  the  students  was  the  retired  population.  Since  this 
group  has  generally  received  much  publicity,  we  devoted  considerable  time  to  its 
study.  As  mentioned  earlier  the  group  seems  smaller  than  it  should  be.  Students 
felt  that  if  low-  rent  housing,  perhaps  a high-  rise  building  was  available,  our 
senior  citizens  would  not  leave  the  community. 

It  was  found  that  the  average  number  of  persons  living  in  each  dwelling  unit  in 
the  borough  is  3. 8 whereas  the  figure  for  Butler  County  is  3,U8,  for  Pennsylvania 
3,30  and  for  the  United  States  3-29,  This  high  ratio  may  be  due  to  several  things 
(1)  Because  thare  are  no  low-rent  senior  citizens  housing  projects,  many  of  the 
elderley  are  living  in  with  their  chi  dren 


u,  People  In  the  community  are  hading  their  ..and  in  »•.  n • - 'a 

value  This  pushes  up  the  price  of  land  and  discourages  ...ocal 


Recreation 

Th«  Sexonbure  area  does  not  have  a great  variety  of  cultural  aetivitUs  or 
S^SSS8  ” itZ  teel  ttat  this  nu^r  . 

problem  in  the  borough,  A park  of  some  type  could  be  used  e3P®ci^y^/  , 
««r»-tr  r eitteens  and  the  very  youngs  There  is  a private  swimming  and  re-  ee 
club  a few  miles  north  of  town,  Even  such  * short  distance  is  often  inconve 
or  impossible  for  the  youngsters  and  oldsters.  There  are  childrenintht 
community  who  need  slides,  swiugs  and  sandboxes,.  A picnic  area  ouuld  a.^t  s 
a real  purpose. 

As  was  mentioned  in  a long-range  plan  of  the  Southeast  Butler  County  Region 
P anning  Area,  the  play  fields  at  Enoch  High  School  west  of  Saxonburg  could 
pS^.Stion.1  LiwUob.1  ftbillti...  Tbl9  bring,  up  . prubl«  »blbh 
aveu  arc w in  importance  once  the  new  elementary  school  is  completed,  That 
the  pedestrian  traffic  between  the  town  and  the  school  area,  A walkway  is  ri 
to  avoid  splashing  and  possible  injury. 


Drinking  Establishments 

Students  thoOght  that  Saxonburg  had  more  than  its  share  of  bars  and  we  were 
to  find  out  whether  or  not  this  is  so-  Investigation  showed  that  the town 
indeed  well  supplied.  The  State  grants  a liquor  license  for  every  600  popuj 
in  rural  areas  such  as  Saxonburg,  This  number  is  set  to  provide  adequate  li 
services  fc-r  the  people  and  to  insure  sufficient  trade  for  the  businessman., 
and  services  hotels  may  get  liquor  licenses  regardless  of  population, 
maintains  four  such  establishments 8 two  bars*  one  hotel,  and  the  f-re  compat 
The  VoF,W„  one-quarter  mile  west  of  town  also  has  a bar. 


Because  of  Saxonburg1 s location*  there  is  /ery  little  through  traffic,  there, 
we  assume  that  these  liquor  selling  establishments  depend  mostly  on  looa.  tn 
Before  we  could  conclude  that  Saxonburgers  drink  more  per- -capita,  liquor  rece> 
would  have  to  be  seen  and  compared  with  other  communities  of  the  same  siae, 
did  not  do„ 


CONCLUSION 

The  classes  studied  many  other  topics  which  will  not  be  included  in  this  paper 
Some  of  the  most  meaningful  dealt  with  the  local  government  and  law  enforcement., 
tax  levy  structure  for  the  borough  and  the  school  district*  Saxonburg *s  budget 
and  how  it  has  changed  over  the  years,  and  local  stoning  ordinances. 


